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EXPRESS MAIL #ET793306347US 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 

GORDON T. BROWN 

[Continuation of Application 
Serial No. 08/313,988 
Filed September 28, 1994] 



AUTOMATED ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 



Attorney Docket No. 47781-6 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



October 11,2001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Attention: BOX PATENT APPLICATION 

Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments prior to examination. 



In the Specification: 

On page 1, after the title, please insert the following: 
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation of Application Serial No. 08/313,988 
filed September 28, 1994. 



In the Claims: 

Please cancel Claims 1-27. 

Please add new Claims 28-70 as follows: 

28. (New) A method of providing financial accounting statements for 
a first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities separate 

financial transactions; 

associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the time 
when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete each 
financial transaction; 
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transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing an 

accounting statement. 

29. (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of funds. 

30. (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

31 . (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by at least one of the other entities. 

32. (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

33. (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the transmission of the 
record of each transaction and at least one transaction code is initiated at about the time 
when funds are transferred or instructions are given for the transfer of funds. 

34. (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the transaction codes are 
provided from a menu. 

35. (New) The method of Claim 28, including entering into said file 
information regarding said first entity. 

36. (New) The method of Claim 35, wherein said information includes 
beginning balances for income, expenses, assets, liabilities and/or bank accounts. 

37. (New) The method of Claim 36, including entering into said file 
coding information appropriate to said first entity. 

38. (New) The method of Claim 28, including providing said first 
entity and/or agents of said entity a passcode to permit access to said file. 

39. (New) The method of Claim 28, including: 

providing a subsidiary ledger for each of said other entities; and 
transferring selected subsidiary ledgers from said other entities to 

said file. 

40. (New) The method of Claim 39, including providing access to said 
subsidiary ledger for said first entity and/or agents of said first entity, whereby said first 
entity and/or agent can perform one or more activities selected from the group consisting 
of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data inputs in said selected 
subsidiary ledgers. 
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41 . (New) The method of Claim 28, including providing a funds 
transfer facility to facilitate transfer of funds to and from said first entity and said other 
entities. 

42. (New) The method of Claim 41, including: 

employing said funds transfer facility to receive an instruction to 

transfer funds; and 

transferring funds from said first entity to said other entities based 

on said instruction. 

43. (New) The method of Claim 41, including employing said funds 
transfer facility to transmit data related to said transfer of funds. 

44. (New) The method of Claim 41, including employing said funds 
transfer facility to adjust current records. 

45. (New) A system for providing financial accounting statements for 
a first entity, comprising: 

a first computer having at least one file from which an accounting 
statement may be generated; 

a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data inputs 
including electronically recorded financial transactions made between said first entity 
and a second entity; 

a communication network for transferring said data inputs from 
said second computer to said file of said first computer; and 

means for performing two or more activities selected from the 
group consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data 
inputs, and producing said accounting statement. 

46. (New) The system of Claim 45, including: 

a first said file in said first computer for receiving accrual 
accounting data inputs; and 

a second said file in said first computer for receiving cash 
accounting data inputs. 

47. (New) The system of Claim 45, including means for transferring 
funds from said first entity to said second entity. 

48. (New) The system of Claim 45, wherein said second computer 
comprises means for electronically recording, collecting, processing, storing and 
transmitting said financial transactions. 
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49. (New) The system of Claim 45, wherein said first computer is a 
personal computer. 

50. (New) The system of Claim 45, wherein said second computer is a 
personal computer. 

5 1 . (New) A computer assisted method for producing an accounting 
statement for a first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities separate 

financial transactions; 

associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the time 
when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete each 
financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing an 

accounting statement. 

52. (New) The method of Claim 51, wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of funds. 

53. (New) The method of Claim 51, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

54. (New) The method of Claim 51, wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

55. (New) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
performing a method for producing an accounting statement for a first entity comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities separate 

financial transactions; 

associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the time 
when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete each 
financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing an 

accounting statement. 
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56. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the 
separate financial transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for 
transfer of funds. 

57. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the at 
least one transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

58. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the 
standardized codes comprise financial transaction codes. 

59. (New) An apparatus for producing an accounting statement for an 
entity comprising: 

means for providing transaction codes, including standardized 

codes; 

means for the first entity to conduct with a plurality of other 
entities separate financial transactions; 

means for associating at least one of the transaction codes at about 
the time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete 
each financial transaction; 

means for transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least 
one transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

means for sorting the transactions in the at least one file and 
producing an accounting statement. 

60. (New) The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of funds. 

61. (New) The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

62. (New) The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

63. (New) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, the 
computer data signal carrying instructions for performing a method for producing an 
accounting statement for a first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities separate 

financial transactions; 
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associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the time 
when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete each 
financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing an 

accounting statement. 

64. (New) The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the separate financial transactions include the transfer of funds and 
the instructions for transfer of funds. 

65. (New) The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the at least one transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

66. (New) The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the standardized codes comprise financial transaction codes. 

67. (New) A computer assisted method for providing financial 
accounting statements for a first entity, comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which an 
accounting statement may be generated; 

providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data 
inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between said first 
entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network from 
said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 

68. (New) The method of Claim 67, further including transferring 
funds from said first entity to said second entity. 

69. (New) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
performing a method for providing financial accounting statements for a first entity, 
comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which an 
accounting statement may be generated; 
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providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data 
inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between said first 
entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network from 
said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 
70. (New) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, the 
computer data signal carrying instructions for performing a method for providing 
financial accounting statements for a first entity, comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which an 
accounting statement may be generated; 

providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data 
inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between said first 
entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network from 
said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 



This application is a continuation application of Application Serial No. 
08/313,988. Upon entry of this Amendment, Claims 28-70 will be pending in the 
application. 



REMARKS 
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The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (412) 263-4340 if 
it would facilitate prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted y 

Alan G. Towner 
Registration No. 32,949 
Pietragallo, Bosick & Gordon 
One Oxford Centre, 38 th Floor 
301 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

(412) 263-4340 Attorney for Applicant 
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New Claims 28-70 

28. A method of providing financial accounting statements for a 

first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities 
separate financial transactions; 

associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the 
time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete 
each financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing 
an accounting statement. 

29. The method of Claim 28, wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of 
funds. 

30. The method of Claim 28, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

31 . The method of Claim 28, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by at least one of the other entities. 

32. The method of Claim 28, wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

33. The method of Claim 28, wherein the transmission of the 
record of each transaction and at least one transaction code is initiated at about 
the time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for the transfer of 
funds. 

34. The method of Claim 28, wherein the transaction codes are 
provided from a menu. 

35. The method of Claim 28, including entering into said file 
information regarding said first entity. 
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36. The method of Claim 35, wherein said information includes 
beginning balances for income, expenses, assets, liabilities and/or bank 
accounts. 

37. The method of Claim 36, including entering into said file 
coding information appropriate to said first entity. 

38. The method of Claim 28, including providing said first entity 
and/or agents of said entity a passcode to permit access to said file. 

39. The method of Claim 28, including: 

providing a subsidiary ledger for each of said other entities; 

and 

transferring selected subsidiary ledgers from said other 

entities to said file. 

40. The method of Claim 39, including providing access to said 
subsidiary ledger for said first entity and/or agents of said first entity, whereby 
said first entity and/or agent can perform one or more activities selected from the 
group consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said 
data inputs in said selected subsidiary ledgers. 

41 . The method of Claim 28, including providing a funds transfer 
facility to facilitate transfer of funds to and from said first entity and said other 
entities. 

42. The method of Claim 41 , including: 

employing said funds transfer facility to receive an instruction 
to transfer funds; and 

transferring funds from said first entity to said other entities 
based on said instruction. 

43. The method of Claim 41 , including employing said funds 
transfer facility to transmit data related to said transfer of funds. 

44. The method of Claim 41 , including employing said funds 
transfer facility to adjust current records. 

45. A system for providing financial accounting statements for a 
first entity, comprising: 
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a first computer having at least one file from which an 
accounting statement may be generated; 

a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data inputs 
including electronically recorded financial transactions made between said first 
entity and a second entity; 

a communication network for transferring said data inputs 
from said second computer to said file of said first computer; and 

means for performing two or more activities selected from 
the group consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing 
said data inputs, and producing said accounting statement. 

46. The system of Claim 45, including: 

a first said file in said first computer for receiving accrual 
accounting data inputs; and 

a second said file in said first computer for receiving cash 
accounting data inputs. 

47. The system of Claim 45, including means for transferring 
funds from said first entity to said second entity. 

48. The system of Claim 45, wherein said second computer 
comprises means for electronically recording, collecting, processing, storing and 
transmitting said financial transactions. 

49. The system of Claim 45, wherein said first computer is a 
personal computer. 

50. The system of Claim 45, wherein said second computer is a 
personal computer. 

51 . A computer assisted method for producing an accounting 
statement for a first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 
the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities 
separate financial transactions; 
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associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the 
time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete 
each financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing 
an accounting statement. 

52. The method of Claim 51 , wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of 
funds. 

53. The method of Claim 51 , wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

54. The method of Claim 51 , wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

55. A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
performing a method for producing an accounting statement for a first entity 
comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 

the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities 
separate financial transactions; 

associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the 
time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete 
each financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing 
an accounting statement. 

56. The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the 
separate financial transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions 
for transfer of funds. 
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57. The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the at 
least one transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

58. The computer readable medium of Claim 55, wherein the 
standardized codes comprise financial transaction codes. 

59. An apparatus for producing an accounting statement for an 
entity comprising: 

means for providing transaction codes, including 

standardized codes; 

means for the first entity to conduct with a plurality of other 
entities separate financial transactions; 

means for associating at least one of the transaction codes 
at about the time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer 
to complete each financial transaction; 

means for transmitting a record of each transaction and the 
at least one transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

means for sorting the transactions in the at least one file and 
producing an accounting statement. 

60. The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the separate financial 
transactions include the transfer of funds and the instructions for transfer of 
funds. 

61 . The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the at least one 
transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

62. The apparatus of Claim 59, wherein the standardized codes 
comprise financial transaction codes. 

63. A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, the 
computer data signal carrying instructions for performing a method for producing 
an accounting statement for a first entity, comprising: 

providing transaction codes, including standardized codes; 
the first entity conducting with a plurality of other entities 
separate financial transactions; 
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associating at least one of the transaction codes at about the 
time when funds are transferred or instructions are given for transfer to complete 
each financial transaction; 

transmitting a record of each transaction and the at least one 
transaction code via a network to at least one file; and 

sorting the transactions in the at least one file and producing 
an accounting statement. 

64. The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the separate financial transactions include the transfer of 
funds and the instructions for transfer of funds. 

65. The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the at least one transaction code is selected by the first entity. 

66. The computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave of 
Claim 63, wherein the standardized codes comprise financial transaction codes. 

67. A computer assisted method for providing financial 
accounting statements for a first entity, comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which 
an accounting statement may be generated; 

providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said 
data inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between 
said first entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network 
from said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data 
inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 

68. The method of Claim 67, further including transferring funds 
from said first entity to said second entity. 
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69. A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
performing a method for providing financial accounting statements for a first 
entity, comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which 
an accounting statement may be generated; 

providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said 
data inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between 
said first entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network 
from said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data 
inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 

70. A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, the 
computer data signal carrying instructions for performing a method for providing 
financial accounting statements for a first entity, comprising: 

providing a first computer having at least one file from which 
an accounting statement may be generated; 

providing a second computer for receiving data inputs, said 
data inputs including electronically recorded financial transactions made between 
said first entity and a second entity; 

transferring said data inputs via a communication network 
from said second computer to said file of said first computer; 

performing two or more activities selected from the group 
consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing said data 
inputs; and 

producing said accounting statement. 
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